
 

 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
We are providing you with a weekly poem. Below are the instructions for working with your 
child. Please enjoy this activity together daily. 
 
Monday-  
 

1. Preview the poem first. 
2. Read the new poem to your child.  
3. DIscuss the meaning and extend learning. 

 
Tuesday-  
 

1. Reread the poem to your child. 
2. Read again together, letting your child chime in when they can. 
3. Point to the words as you read. 

 
Wednesday-  
 

1. Read the poem again together. (choral reading) 
2. Reread letting your child fill in missing words that you omit. 

 
Thursday-  
 

1. Read the poem today taking turns. (alternate reading) 
2. Remember to have your child point to each word as they read. 

 
Friday- 
 

1.  Have your child read the poem independently two times. 
2. Play games to have your child point out individual words, sight words, rhyming 

words, etc. 
3. Extension- Have your child illustrate the poem, write an alternate ending, or rewrite 

to practice handwriting. 
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Concrete Poetry 
 
These are Concrete Poems. Think of something you really like and draw an outline. 
Then around the edges write words that describe it. 
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The Purple Cow 
 
By Gelett Burgess 
 
I never saw a Purple Cow, 
I never hope to see one, 
But I can tell you, anyhow, 
I’d rather see than be one! 
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“Be Glad Your Nose Is on Your Face” 
 
By Jack Prelutsky 
 
Be glad your nose is on your face, 
not pasted on some other place, 
for if it were where it is not, 
you might dislike your nose a lot. 
 
Imagine if your precious nose 
were sandwiched in between your toes, 
that clearly would not be a treat, 
for you'd be forced to smell your feet. 
 
Your nose would be a source of dread 
were it attached atop your head, 
it soon would drive you to despair, 
forever tickled by your hair. 
 
Within your ear, your nose would be 
an absolute catastrophe, 
for when you were obliged to sneeze, 
your brain would rattle from the breeze. 
 
Your nose, instead, through thick and thin, 
remains between your eyes and chin, 
not pasted on some other place-- 
be glad your nose is on your face! 
 
From The New Kid on the Block, published by Greenwillow, 1984. Used with permission. 
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“It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles” 
 By Jack Prelutsky 
  
It’s raining pigs and noodles, 
 It’s pouring frogs and hats, 
 Chrysanthemums and poodles, 
 Bananas, brooms, and cats. 
 Assorted prunes, and parrots 
 Are dropping from the sky, 
 Here come a bunch of carrots, 
 Some hippopotami.  
 It’s raining pens and pickles, 
 And eggs and silverware. 
 A flood of figs and nickels 
 Is falling through the air. 
 I see a swan, a sweater, 
 A clock, a model train. 
 I like it so much better 
 Than when it’s raining rain. 
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Mr. Rabbit 
 
By Dixie Willson 

 
Mr. Rabbit has a habit 
That is very cute to see. 
 
He wrinkles up and crinkles up  
His little nose at me. 
 
I like my little rabbit, 
And I like his little brother, 
 
And we have a lot of fun 
Making faces at each other! 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 

By Nikki Giovanni 

 
I always like summer 
best 
you can eat fresh corn 
from daddy's garden 
and okra 
and greens 
and cabbage 
and lots of 
barbecue 
and buttermilk 
and homemade ice-cream 
at the church picnic 
and listen to 
gospel music 
outside 
at the church 
homecoming 
and go to the mountains with 
your grandmother 
and go barefooted 
and be warm 
all the time 
not only when you go to bed 
and sleep 
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Mice 
 
By Rose Fyleman 
 
I think mice 
Are rather nice. 
 Their tails are long, 
 Their faces small, 
 They haven’t any 
 Chins at all. 
 Their ears are pink, 
 Their teeth are white, 
 They run about  
 The house at night. 
 They nibble things 
 They shouldn’t touch 
 And no one seems 
 To like them much. 
But I think mice 
Are nice. 
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My Favorite Word 
 
By Lucia and James L. Hymes, Jr. 

 
There is one word--- 
My favorite--- 
The very, very best. 
It isn’t No or Maybe. 
It’s Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, YES! 
 
“Yes, yes, you may,” and 
“Yes, of course,” and 
“Yes, please help yourself.” 
And when I want a piece of cake,  
“Why, yes.  It’s on the shelf.” 
 
Some candy?  “Yes.” 
A cookie?  “Yes.” 
A movie?  “Yes, we’ll go.” 
 
I love it when they say my word: 
Yes, Yes, YES!  (Not No.) 
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The Little Turtle 
By Vachel Lindsay 
 
 
There was a little turtle. 
He lived in a box. 
He swam in a puddle. 
He climbed on the rocks. 
 
He snapped at a mosquito. 
He snapped at a flea. 
He snapped at a minnow. 
And he snapped at me. 
 
He caught the mosquito. 
He caught the flea. 
He caught the minnow. 
But he didn’t catch me. 
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